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useless and the question raised, "What good 
does it do the young men to know in which of 
the various editions a misprint occurs ? " But 
why should this textual comment be put into 
an "appendix" at all, except to show that it 
is not intended for the " young men," but for 
teachers and highly critical students ? Wher- 
ever a textual question occurs which does need 
attention from the ordinary learner, a reference 
to the appendix will be found in the notes. 
Besides, what this appendix offers is much 
more than a collation of misprints ; it at least 
aims to give a critical account of the text of 
Goethe's "Tasso." But I am told that "in 
a text for class use the Goethekenner least of 
all needs this," So? I am aware that there 
are Goethekenner who think it pedantic to 
care whether their textus recefttus be Goethe, 
or Gottling, or Duntzer, or some anony- 
mous printer. But for myself, I do care, and 
I think we all ought to care ; although I should 
never work myself into a passion about the 
matter, particularly in the class-room. It 
seems to me that since Bernays let in the 
light upon the real character of much that 
passes for the text of Goethe, no editor of the 
poet has a right to treat these textual matters 
as unimportant. They are hardly less important 
for Goethe than for Sophocles or Shakes- 
peare. 

5. You declare the "innovations which the 
editor proposes and carries through in the 
text " to be only a " step toward the subjective 
license of English writers in matters of punctua- 
tion." But /have introduced no innovations. 
My punctuation is like that of the new Weimar 
' Goethe ' now coming out ; that is, it is the 
punctuation of Goethe himself as presented 
in the Ausgabe letzter Hand, with an occasion- 
al error or inconsistency (not all of them, I 
fear) corrected. 

Yours respectfully, 

Calvin Thomas. 
University of Michigan. 



"KING'S CRUSE." 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes : 

Sirs : — MacMaster, in the second volume of 
his ' History of the People of the United States, ' 
p. 5, writes " Every bully grew a long thumb- 



nail or finger-nail for that very purpose [to 
gouge], and when he had his opponent down 
would surely use it, unless the unfortunate man 
cried out 'King's cruse,' or enough." This 
phrase " King's cruse " seems to be a mis- 
pronunciation of " King's truce," — see Dek- 
kar's 'Honest Whore, 'scene vi, where Matheo 
says to Bellafront :" King's truce : come, I'll 
hasten the supper to have him but laugh." I 
have sought in vain for the origin of this old 
phrase, variously pronounced in various locali- 
ties : King's cruse, King's truce, King's 'scuse 
(excuse). King's ex (short for excuse), and beg 
any student who may have hit on it, to publish 
an explanation for the benefit of some of us 
who are still in ignorance. 

F. C. Woodward. 
South Garotina University. 



"ER FUHLT SICH EIN(EN) MANN." 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes : 

Sirs : — Apropos of er fi'ihlt sich ein(en) 
Mann, mentioned in your January issue, col. 
61, it may be remarked that two accusatives 
are the regular construction after fiihten. The 
nominative is an innovation. See Sanders ; 
Grimm, iv, p. 413,6. ; Brandt's 'Grammar,' 
§§ 201, 202. 

H. C. G. Brandt. 

Hamilton College, 



BRIEF MENTION. 

A very pronounced activity in the study of 
the mediaeval drama has followed the publica- 
tion of MissToulmin Smith's excellent edition 
of the ' York Mystery Plays ' (1885). Mono- 
graphs are now appearing whereby valuable 
details are contributed to a subject too com- 
monly treated with much of hasty generaliza- 
tion. It is a pleasure to notice that an Ameri- 
can scholar has also made a contribution to 
the growing fund. Professor Francis H. 
Stoddard has published, as Library Bulletin 
No. 8 of the University of California, a care- 
fully prepared bibliography of the subject, 
which he entitles : " References for students of 
Miracle Plays and Mysteries." This biblio- 
graphy, as is implied in the title, is not con- 
fined to English plays of the mediaeval type, 
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